
GRANADA SANITARY DISTRICT 
                                      OF SAN MATEO COUNTY 

 

455 Avenue Alhambra, #6  P. O. Box 335  El Granada, California  94018                                                              

Telephone: (650) 726-7093  Facsimile: (650) 726-7099  E-mail: gsd@netwiz.net 
 

MINUTES 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS SPECIAL MEETING 

& REGULAR MEETING 
August 15, 2002  

 

SPECIAL MEETING 
 
CALL TO ORDER: The Special Meeting was called to order at 7:11 p.m. by Board President Bill 
Katke at the District Office in El Granada. 
 

ROLL CALL: None.  
 

ADJOURNED TO CLOSED SESSION: District Counsel Jonathan Wittwer announced the 
following item and the meeting was adjourned to Closed Session at 7:15 p.m. 
 

Conference with Legal Counsel:  

Existing Litigation Govt. Code Subdivision (a) of Section 54956.9 Superior Court of the State of 
California for the County of San Mateo Complaint: Foreclosure for Delinquent Payment of 
Assessment(s) Pursuant to Streets and Highways Code Section 8830 et seq.  
 

Granada Sanitary District  v. Arthur Settlemeyer  Case No. 417711 
    v. Alexia Joan Outten  Case No. 417714 
    v. Peter & Pamela Josselyn Case No. 417718 
    v. Peter Josselyn  Case No. 417723 
    v. Process Research  Case No. 417717 
    v. D.W. Landers  Case No. 417719 
    v. William McDonald  Case No.  417722 
    v. John Carter  Case No. 417730 
    v. Albert Currie  Case No. 418626 
    v. Mary McElherron  Case No. 417713 
 

RECONVENE TO OPEN SESSION: The meeting reconvened to Open Session at 7:40 p.m.  
District Counsel Jonathan Wittwer announced that there was no reportable action taken during 
the Closed Session. 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

CALL TO ORDER: The regular meeting of the Board of Directors was called to order at 7:43 
p.m. by Board President Bill Katke.  
 

ROLL CALL: Attending Directors were: President Bill Katke, Vice President Leonard Woren, 
Secretary Fran Pollard, Treasurer Laura Stein, and Board Member Shawn McGraw. 
 

Attending Staff were: Legal Counsel Jonathan Wittwer, District Engineer Howard Hoffman, 
General Manager Chuck Duffy, Administrator Gina Holmes, and Assistant Administrator Delia 
Comito.  Leisa Bretz was behind the camera. 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: The Board President led the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

GENERAL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:  The following people addressed the Board: 
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Donald Sheardown spoke regarding the District Engineer’s report, suggesting that it be earlier in 

the meeting.  He stated that more information on the possible purchase of a new District 
facility would be helpful to the ratepayers. 

Director Woren, Board Member, stated that many people in the community had expressed 
interest in seeing the Granada Sanitary District become a Community Services District.  
He informed the Board that there is an item regarding MSD exercising Parks and Rec 
powers in Montara and Moss Beach on the Montara Sanitary District's Agenda. 

Director Pollard, Board Member, reported that there is a California Special District Association 
meeting on Monday, September 9, 2002.  LAFCO members will be elected and the GSD 
needs to be represented.  President Katke stated that he will attend and is authorized to 
vote on the LAFCO matter. 

 

SPECIAL ACTION ITEM  

1. Public Hearing Re: A Resolution Approving Amended Noncontingent Assessment: 
District Bond Counsel Jerry Laster gave a brief description of the Resolution. 
Because some parcels have been reconfigured via splits and mergers in the past 
year, a new apportionment is calculated and assessed and the affected property 
owners are noticed and given an opportunity at this meeting to be heard.   

 

President Katke opened the Public Hearing at 7:46 p.m. and asked if there was 
any public comment, protest or objection on this Agenda item.  
 

Peter Logan, property owner, spoke regarding his merged parcels.  He stated that he did not 
understand the Resolution and that he came for information. The General Manager 
asked Bond Counsel Jerry Laster to answer any questions Mr. Logan has on the 
assessments. Mr. Logan stated that he was not protesting the assessment, but was only 
here for information.  Bond Counsel Laster answered questions to Logan’s satisfaction. 

 

There being no further public comment, protest or objection, President Katke 
closed the public hearing. 
 

Director Stein moved to approve Resolution 2002-018 Approving the Amended Non-
Contingent Assessment (Stein/Woren, 5-0) 

 

Director Woren requested that Agenda items #16 and #10 be considered after item #6.  The 
General Manager requested that Item # 9 be considered prior to #16 and #10. The Board 
concurred. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  

Director Pollard and Director Woren requested that the following Consent Agenda items 
be held for discussion: 

2. Approval of meeting minutes for July 18, 2002  

3. Approval of warrants totaling $ 260,430.71 (Ck # 3481 to # 3559)   

President Katke stated that the Consent Agenda items held for discussion would be 
moved to the end of the Action Agenda. 
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Director Woren moved to approve the following Consent Agenda item.  (Woren/Stein, 5-
0): 

4. Approval of payment No. 40 from Bond Administration fund totaling $ 15,173.03 
( Reimbursement to GSD for Assessment District Expenses paid from General 
Account) 

 

ACTION AGENDA 

5. Consideration of Request for Exemption from District Ordinance No. 139: 
Simms, APN 047-221-050, 401 Ave. Del Oro, El Granada, Parcel: 4,900 sq.ft., 
Structure: 2,485 sq. ft., Zoning: R-1/S-17:  Administrator Holmes gave a brief 
description on the items provided in the Agenda packets. Director Stein stated 
that the project was well underway when the Ordinance was passed and the 
progress on the project has been consistent.  

Director Stein moved to approve the Request for Exemption from District Ordinance No. 
139:  Simms, APN 047-221-050, 401 Ave. Del Oro, El Granada, Parcel: 4,900 sq.ft., 
Structure: 2,485 sq. ft., Zoning: R-1/S-17. (Stein/Woren, 5-0) 

 

6. Consideration of Approving Variance Application for Gordon:  APN 047-205-
250; 102 Ave. Balboa/240 Ave. Alhambra (Duplex) Parcel Size:  4,888 sq.ft.; 
Zoning:  R-3/S-3:  District Counsel Jonathan Wittwer provided a brief review of 
the specific findings the Board must make to approve a Variance Application.  
The Board asked Mr. Gordon whether he had attempted to purchase the 
adjoining parcels, or a portion of one to make his parcel conforming. 
 

Mr. Gordon stated that he spoke with the property owner to the north (APN 
047-205-16), and he has no interest in selling. The parcel to the west (APN 
047-205-26) would be rendered non-conforming by purchasing a portion of the 
lot. 

Director Stein moved to direct the applicant to provide written verification that the 
neighboring parcel owner to the north will not sell his parcel. (Stein/McGraw, 4-1), 
Opposed:  Woren 
 

9. Consideration of a Resolution Providing for Collection of Administrative 
Assessment at Previously Approved Higher Level: Bond Counsel Jerry Laster 
presented a brief review of the District Engineer's memo recommending an 
increase in the administrative assessment for the coming fiscal year. He also 
stated that the administrative assessment could actually be increased to 2% of 
the original bonded amount of approximately $8 million, as opposed to 2% of 
the outstanding bond amount of $6.2 million. Because the lower assessment 
amount of 1.84% has already been supplied to the County, the District 
Engineer will check with County staff on the deadline for changes to charges 
placed on the property tax rolls. 

Director Stein moved to approve the Resolution 2002-019 Providing for Collection of 
Administrative Assessment at Previously Approved Higher Level of 2% of the original 
bond assessment amount subject to meeting the County’s filing deadline, with a default 
assessment amount of 1.84% if the filing deadline has passed. (Stein/Woren, 5-0) 
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16.  Engineer’s Report: Status of Capistrano Storm Drain: District Engineer Howard 

Hoffman presented a review of the results of the storm drain and bay coliform 
tests that were provided to the Board.  He stated that since San Mateo County 
cleaned out the storm drain, the bacteria levels have been low. The General 
Manager stated that GSD has taken the responsibility of ensuring that no cross 
contamination occurs from GSD pipes, and that it is the County’s responsibility 
to investigate the sources of any high bacteria levels coming from their storm 
drain. Mr. Hoffman suggested that the County should perform more frequent 
clean-outs of the storm drain, along with the installation of catch basin filters.  
Director Stein requested that the General Manager contact the Half Moon Bay 
Review and let them know of the new findings.  Director Pollard recommended 
contacting San Mateo County and the Harbor District, and requested that Mr. 
Duffy send them a letter outlining the steps GSD has taken. 

 

10. Consideration of District Newsletter:  General Manager Duffy reviewed the 
draft newsletter and stated that Board members may send any comments to 
him directly. 

 

7. Consideration of Draft Audit for Fiscal Year 2000/2001: The General Manager 
spoke regarding his meeting with the auditor. At his request, the auditor will be 
making several changes to the format of the audit, including separating the 
Assessment District finances from the general District finances. 

 

8. Consideration of Revised Investment Policy:  The General Manager reviewed 
the changes to the investment policy, and stated that the District is required to 
review the investment policy each year. 

Director Stein moved to approve the Revised Investment Policy provided in the Agenda 
Packet (Stein/Woren, 5-0) 

 

11. Consideration of an Ordinance Regarding Compensation of Directors of the 
Granada Sanitary District: Director McGraw expressed concern about whether 
the fee was consistent with other Districts, and the General Manager 
confirmed that it was. It has been eight years since the last increase. 

Director Woren moved to schedule a public hearing as required to consider the revised 
Compensation Schedule Ordinance including a provision for two to four hours of Board 
directed service to be paid at 1/2 the per diem rate. (Woren/Stein, 5-0) 
 

DIRECTORS’ COMMENTS AND COMMITTEE REPORTS 

12. Sewer Authority Mid-Coastside: Directors Woren and McGraw:  
 Report on Meeting held on July 22, 2002:  
      Director Woren made a brief report on the meeting.  

13. Assessment District Committee: Directors Katke and Stein:  
President Katke requested dissolution of the Assessment District Committee. 

Director Woren moved to dissolve the Assessment District Committee. (Woren/Stein, 5-0) 
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URGENCY ITEM: 

Exercise of the of the option to extend the General Manager's Contract: This item came to 
the attention of the Board after the Agenda was posted and is required to be acted upon 
prior to the next Regular Meeting in order to exercise the District’s option to extend the 
General Manager’s contract before it expired on August 16, 2002.   

Director Pollard moved to make the required findings and add the Urgency Item to the 
Action Agenda.  (Pollard/Stein, 5-0) 

         After brief discussion: 

Director Stein moved to exercise the District’s option to extend the contract between 
Dudek and Associates and Granada Sanitary District for the services of Chuck Duffy as 
General Manager until November 15, 2002.  (Stein/Pollard, 5-0) 
 

INFORMATION CALENDAR  

14. General Manager’s Report: General Manager Duffy reported on the ad-hoc LCP Liaison 
Committee.  He stated that District Counsel Jonathan Wittwer has traded emails and 
letters with Mike Murphy at San Mateo County, and staff will keep the Board informed of 
updates. 

15.  Administrator’s Reports: Administrator Holmes stated that there was no further report at 
this time. 

17. Attorney's Report: District Counsel Wittwer stated that there was nothing further to report 
at this time. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA (items held for discussion): 

2. Approval of meeting minutes for July 18, 2002: Directors Woren and Pollard suggested 
several changes to the minutes. 

Director Pollard moved to approve the meeting minutes for July 18, 2002 as amended.  
(Pollard/Stein, 5-0) 
 

3. Approval of warrants totaling $ 260.430.71 (Ck # 3481 to # 3559): Director Woren asked 
several questions concerning specific checks, which were answered by staff. 

Director Woren moved to approve the warrants totaling $ 260.430.71.  (Woren/Stein, 5-0) 
 

Director McGraw moved to adjourn the meeting at 10:28 p.m.  (McGraw/Stein, 5-0) 
 
 
 
 
Submitted on: September 19, 2002  Approved on: September 19, 2002 
 
  
 
 
________________________________ _________________________________ 
SUBMITTED BY: APPROVED BY: 
Chuck Duffy, General Manager Fran Pollard, Board Secretary 


